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In the 19 century, when  long gone optimistic atutude towards the future of our cavilization was prevailing,
science was seen s a permanent process of icrease of our positive. Tational know .edge, not only.n the aim of bemg able.
{0 act more effic ently 1¢ 1o improve our technical masterstup, but also n the hope of gettmg a more comprehensive
bas « understandmg of all aspects of the world we live in. by pure ntellectual curiosity. At that time, it was considered
of utmost Importance o maimtam 4 permanent link between all historical periods of deve.opment of science: any new
finding. any new theory, was placed .0 this hustonca context and was v.ewed as the addilon of a new stone to an ed.fice
t0 the burld.ng of wuch all scientists of the past had contrbuted Times have changed. and many scientists have now
adopted 4 much more limited scope i their actiity, either by being only mterested .1 the development of scienul.c
knowlecge having predictab.e and often immediate, practical apphications, or by feehng only concerned with recent
find ngs and theories, withatt ¢l uding them 1n a more genera_apprehension of fhe evolation of scientific know ledge.
Thedast bl quite esentl a paperusing (10 - that of zoological nomenclature) a formula like “tyranny
of the pust”™ 10 qual.ly this permanent hn between current and previous scieiice, has been accepted fof publication by
ifferent scienti journals (SAYAGE, 1900a-5, 1991), 1 am mieresing lusiration of this trend

The laboratory m the Par s Museum where T have been working for thirty years .s on the other sude of  street
bordercd by two major French U nivers 1 s, and in the st decades 1 hive not unfrequent y found. 1 the dustbins of the
Natter, piles of journals, especia Iy those, ke Mattere or Science which. bemng pr.olished weekly. represent a large volume
of paper cah yeur questioned ahoat L, researchers of hbrarians of these Universit es would reply that their
abdratories of ibrancs are 00 small and fack space 10 store important arsounts of scientfc hicrature, and that

after a certain time has elapsed, these: -ome “absolete” and are no more *uselul” for

Ot oo o Tt e o ey Al ot cven h nschllloq.mry before throwing ticse puolications away.,

o anber st laboraluriosof thraies wauld be mterestea i revousting them Clearl, o7 1 mmber ol suentits

nawaduys s ent fic pubhicationsh. product, 1 oc.ety. Thatthis

Tt mstrong I chees o (e COutse of SEentiic research sl hardly 6 i demanttaed never el has s ens

it escarchmore sl 0l e s, i some dom et s techaiguen methodsof rseutehsubjctsbi iz

<plored by many reseafi hets nd 1o and thencomplete y abundoned whenother

more e e o b s sapplant tnem nhe nm.\-mmm systems of scienve anc. by way of consequence in the
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o Sy of Funchiomng of swenwe may be very elfiient whenever stience 1s viewed merely as a way 10 procuce
ot eliurent or < beaper ph 1 su Al Dol Ides SOSMERCS, Computar. ars. ssiclines or wiapoms 1. 4% 4 Base.
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Source MNHN, Pars



[

ALYTES 21 (1-2)

whether any srentific publ cation ever becomes “obso ete™ 115 part of a complex edifice and suppressing or_gnor
3t may be ke removing « stone af 1he basts of a wall Statir ¢ that wurrent science van be understood and mastered
withoat connection w 1h the past of suienee s SIr to Sayung that the arch 1ectare pamting. Mo oc hteratare of the
Pastare now  obsolete ' and shou u be forgotien or destrosed to rephace them by the works of our ime

In some scentufic fields, the progress of research s 50 quick and the competition hcmm researchers. reserch
164MS OF €LER LOLRINES 30 STrong. that My new fesats or theories, at the tme when they are publahed are alrcady
Fbnolete 1 Uhe senae thiE (e a5e rendy hnom of seser ather Fsedrehers 4nd st 17 st et h hekis »
sttbang thi the piA graply o 4 Paper ot corta i sy eterenes 10 worhs Guored b personalcommun st
“unpabl shed data’ . “work n progress 0 preparation  or * 0 press  Of Course this May cause prob ems later 1f
AT ALIBOTS 8140 0 LAt vt LA SO W Ipch At FATS 3 PAPE ol 0 hike coer boeh actally
piblished atter having been quoted rsee DUsots. 19991 henve the recommenditon, which 1s csen an editorual fule
some periodica s, nwt to mention such” feterences 1o bibl ography The same probiem apphes o the growing practive
CORISUI i1 quaTing Inlemet wites.ax bibhographi references in scientific papers or hooks 1n [ 1, such references are of
the sume Rature sy a “personalcommun m the buture, they won 1 he asarlable to readers of the peb ration where
they are quoted An aternet site has no permanency as itan be mod fied  Lpdated * or suppressed
moment Nolong 1erm trace is usually kept of what was avasable on a site at a gren date, and even f sach a memory s
kept privately by the owner or editor of a site. it not directly avaulable to customers.

The function of  hst of refennyes ited *at the end of a scientifc paper s dowble 1,110 provide the soures of
wtorn ation used 5 an author o support some of the scieotine statements omsidered n the paper 153a.d or dis ussed
0 the paper (7310 aiow amy reader of the papet t go bavk personalhy 1o these soures and tostuds them exicths as they
e et hey weriduvtod I ondes o7t bioiogtaphs to b usctal all elerenes e there showd beaunsvle
to-any reader snd shauld rematn so n the future whateser the fate of the authors of the works ar ot the p1per where
Thene relercneen appear. This cond tion does not 4Dl 10 works quoted 5. ‘persond. <ammumat on o i prew
fexeepLit the previse reference ot the futere pubi cation van be prov ded with certa nty and smilarly does not apply to
_nternet s tes 1he problem here does nol come from smternct sites be ng on a sapport other (han paper but on the ¢
s N NG Permanency SOme no-paper punhication systens. such as € D-Roms. audio or 4 deo cassettes,
perm wnent and non mod.diable as paper pabhiations, and quahty for publicationsthal van be guoted 1n 4 b
Py for this reason. such works can be conudered as pablations lor the purposes of the fnter natinal Code of o
Nomenclature {(ANONYMOUS, 1999), which 15 not the case of miernet sites.
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N one knows w1l be the long-term fute of our socety, of the actiity we call saenve and of the corpus of
et ana thecries prodnsd by 10 ety ELvceer o oot d sttt periodical plaves 1 b e e of
TOnEer st 1 s e s o1 110 vt o mmy devadss and semiures |1t stould sare 01 publiving anly
R ORI i T S AN PE Ml € I Foaders i (15 OREIer reture. Fof (s e he porsiid. 41 fcs
does notaceept the menmion of micrnet sites among the references ted i the 4 it rasnre cited secon of a paper If
haalut€ly oLt for The BeroLanGImE Of the AL o7 1o pron e some ioration that would Aot be mkinle
othersise exception.d mention o} an iernet e 10 (e corpas of e 18 oy he 1Pl h ¢ Just ke 1 some cases 1t
1 adceptub e to mention a “personad communicat on o “unpublished data’ Batthis terense won (be repeated i the
bib iograpty L OIS e, DIOEMAtion tal My fodat e Lasier Lo 1 o7 an Intemet site Moy abo be aluple
paper published wors slthough it may he a it e more tme-consumng for an author to trace such @ publ shed
Infl s mation. menten of such a published relerence w1 n e long ran - be mah more wsclul 1o U e future readers of the
papcr and 15 worth the effort to find at

the same reason 1€ the need of 2 lore term accessibibiy ol ol the iolormation mnt oncd in The papers it
ruhlhhs\ Ehe Ml 270 ot P 1, i 1o O 1he Lt of papets or of 1ab125 ot and festats of
swieniii, works submitted o the journ sl 1A% ensourages the pub wation of compuete tables of onginal data it can
be used by sabsequepl aathors o Turther ana vats oF vt i fesa tat o Fathee than an py providing e s of
statistcal ests iy enenietie aralyses, ete (DL RO 1197 185 Thisalo mearns tal A ey coes natencaurgse authors.
ot 1 A ol 4416 DIt 0 B ) e by W ira 8 1010 o
avahiconhne e g ay supportmg onhie mteral 1%t s be the (1€ of S un peeces of mtormatian i S0 or 1o
Seara T her 1 1 e ot el for he uierotandiof 1he faper 4 e Slom o 1 menta and 1201 o ikt
hemalded n1 v paper even s aong tabe or appusding o i oot nd Dot shoukt 1 be mostioned atall
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